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DIZZY GILLESPIE IN CONCERT AND FILM AT ART MUSEUM 

In the early 1950s Dizzy Gillespie blended Yoruba and other African and Latin 
American rhythms with the harmonies of American jazz to produce the polyrhythmic 
music known as Afro-Cuban jazz. The master trumpeter will lead his sextet in a 
concert of this highly complex, dynamic music on Friday, November 16, 1990, at 8 pm 
in Gartner Auditorium of The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

While he is best known as the co-creator (along with Charlie "Bird" Parker) of 
bebop music of the 1940's, Gillespie has been interested in the Afro-Cuban sound for a 
long time. Of his days as a young musician in the 1940’s, Dizzy wrote in his 
memoirs. To Be or Not to Bop (1979), "Very early the tunes I wrote... soimded Latin 
oriented or expressed a Latin feeling.... Fve always felt pol 3 rrh 5 dhmic from a long way 
back. Maybe I’m one of those ‘African survivals’ that hung on after slavery among 
Negroes in South Carolina." 

John Birks Gillespie, who earned the nickname "Dizzy" for his wild antics on- 
and off-stage, was bom in Cheraw, South Carolina. He has performed before 
audiences around the world and been honored by royalty and countless world leaders 
including four American presidents. In nearly six decades of performing (he turns 73 
on October 21) Gillespie’s ballooned cheeks, trademark trumpet with up-swept bell, 
and musical genius have made him one of the most recognized, respected, and popular 
jazz performers. 

Gillespie has twice toured internationally as a representative of the United 
States. In 1956, he was the first jazz artist appointed as Cultural Ambassador by the 
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State Department. His fifteen-piece "United Nation Orchestra" has performed in 
fourteen countries since its inception in 1988. 

His awards include a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award from the National 
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences, fourteen honorary doctoral degrees, and in 
1989 the Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters, the highest honor the French 
government awards to a performing artist. That same year, he was installed as a 
traditional chief in the Yoruba town of Iperu, Nigeria, with the title of "Baashere"- 
"King of Entertainers." 

Performing with him in the November 16 program are Ignacio Berroa (drums), 
Ed Cherry (guitar), Ron Holloway (saxophone), Giovanni Hidalgo (percussion), and 
John Lee (bass). 

Beginning October 1. tickets are available in the Museum bookstore: patrons 
$50 (reserved seating); general admission $20; Museum members $18. Parking is 
available free of charge to ticketholders for this event. For more information call 421- 
7340, ext. 413. This one-night performance, co-sponsored by the Northeast Ohio Jazz 
Society, is one of many public programs complementing Yoruba: Nine Centuries of 
African Art and Thought. 

* * ♦ 

Among Dizzy Gillespie’s numerous television, recording, and motion picture 
credits is the award-winning film, "A Night in Havana: Dizzy Gillespie in Cuba," made 
in 1989 by director John Holland. This music-filled record of a 1985 trip to Cuba 
(color, 84 min.) will have its area premiere at the Museum on Sunday, November 11, 
at 3:30 pm. Tickets sold at the door: general admission $3, Museum members $2. 
Limited paid parking available. 
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